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Madame Chair,

1.   I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda

item 134: ÿ'program budget for biennium 2016-2017, estimates

in respect of special political missions, good offices and other political

initiatives authorized by the General Assembly and/or the Security
Council, thematic clusters I and II.

2.   At the outset, the Group would like to thank Ms. Bettina Tucci

Bartsiotas, the Controller, as well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for

introducing the Secretary General and the ACABQ reports respectively

on this subject.

Madame Chair,

3.   The African Group attaches great importance to the critical role

played by Special Political Missions, good offices and other political
initiatives authorized by the General Assembly and/ or the Security
Council, in United Nations efforts to prevent and resolve conflicts, to

build sustainable peace, achieve reconciliation and pave the way to

development.



4.   While the Group acknowledges some progress on the ground, we

note the difficult operational environment in situations of active and

post-conflict areas, with increasing threats of emerging conflicts,

proliferation of arms and extremist activities with a direct impact on the

civilian population, leading to mass displacement of populations.

5.   The Group believes that the allocation of adequate resources for

SPMs is a critical element for the efficient and effective discharge of their

varied and complex mandates.

6.   The Group also emphasizes the importance of considering the

recommendations of the High-level Independent Panel on Peace

Operations, based on the priorities set for 2016, building on the areas of

prevention, partnerships, planning and analysis as well as conduct of

operations, in line with the given mandates.

Madame Chair,

7.   The Group notes the estimated expenditures for the special

political missions under thematic cluster I for the year 2016, which

amounts to $29,619,900, reflecting an increase of $2,693,100 over the

appropriation of $26,925,900. The estimated expenditures for the

special political missions under thematic cluster II for the year 2016,

which amounts to $32,430,100, reflects a decrease of $1,227,000 over

the appropriation of $33,657,100. The Group will seek further
clarification on these variances during the informal consultations.

8.   The Group has taken note of the resources requirement proposed

for the special political missions under thematic cluster I for the year

2017, which amounts to $34,385,900, reflecting a 27.7% increase of

$7,460,000 compared to the appropriation in 2016. The resources

proposed for the special political missions under thematic cluster II in

2017 amount to $34,881,600 reflecting a 3.6% increase of $1,224,500
compared to the appropriation in 2016.



9.   The Group will seek clarification on the operational requirements

related to the work of these missions, especially with regard to those

operating in Africa. While, the Group is mindful of the complex

challenges encountered by the SPMs and the rapidly changing realities
on the ground, we will be interested to learn more about the

performance information's of each mission, the justification for the

proposed assumption, as well as the allocation and use of extra-

budgetary funds.

10.  In particular, the Group notes the trend of increased expenditure

related to consultancy, official travel, facilities and infrastructures, as

well as services and equipment. We will also seek further information on

the decreased rate of utilization of available appropriations in certain

missions which could have an impact on their work.

Madame Chair,

11.  The Group will also be interested to learn the reasons beyond the

lack of progress regarding recurrent issue of the fulfilment of vacant

positions. Hence, it will be interested to get more information about the

proposed application of zero percent of vacancy rate in 2017 under

cluster II and seek clarification and justification for the actual need to

maintain these openings beyond the dedicated timeframes set by the

General Assembly.

15.  The Group will seek further detailed information on progress in

the necessary balance of the staffing structure, in particular at the

highest positions as well as in the expert teams and panels, by taking into

account equitable geographical representation and ensuring gender

balance.



Madame Chair,

17.  The Group is encouraged by the collaboration between various

SPMs, good offices and other political initiatives, in particular those in

Africa and relevant regional and sub-regional organizations. We note

that there are multiple United Nations entities involved in addressing

conflict prevention and mediation in the region and reiterate our request

to the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to bring about synergies

and efficiencies.

18.  We would like to emphasize the importance of the building on

existing national and regional knowledge and expertise benefiting from

the comparative advantage of regional and sub-regional organizations

and contributing to enhancing capacity of those organizations. In this

regard, the Group reiterates concerns at increased reliance on

consultancies and stresses the importance of using existing in-house

capacities available in the United Nations and in the region and sub-

region in different aspects of the work of SPMs.

Madame Chair,

19.  We look forward to fruitful discussion during our informal

consultations and successful conclusion of this important agenda item to

ensure that SPMs, good offices and other political initiatives authorized

by the General Assembly and/or the Security Council, especially those
operating in Africa, are adequately staffed, equipped, and funded.

Ithankyou



STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP OF 77 AND CHINA
BY Mr. ABDALLAH BACHAR BONG, COUNSELLOR, PERMANENT

MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHAD TO THE UNITED NATIONS, ON
AGENDA ITEM 134: PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE

BIENNIUM 2016-2017: request for a subvention to the Residual Special
Court for Sierra Leone at the main part of the Seventy-first session of

the United Nations GENERAL ASSEMBLY, FIFTH COMMITTEE
(New York 16 November, 2016)

Madam Chair,

1. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda
item 134: Proposed Programme Budget for the Biennium 2016-2017,
related to the request for a subvention to the Residual Special Court for
Sierra Leone.

2. The African Group would like to thank Ms. Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas,
Assistant Secretary-General, Controller, for presenting the report of the
Secretary General and Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairman of the
Advisory Committee for introducing the report of the Committee
containing key recommendations and observations.

Madam Chair,

3. The African Group recalls that the Assembly, by its resolution 70/248
A, authorized the Secretary-General to enter into commitments, in an
amount not to exceed $2,438,500, to supplement the voluntary financial
resources of the Court for the period from 1 January to 31 December
2016 as a bridging financing mechanism.

4. The Assembly also requested the Secretary-General
alternative, sustainable options concerning the future
arrangements for the Court and report to the Assembly.

develop
financing

5. The Group notes that the voluntary nature of the contributions to the
Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone posed serious challenges for the
continued sustainability of the Court and the effective discharge of its
functions.



6. While we note the fundraising efforts undertaken by the Oversight
Committee and the principals of the Residual Special Court, including
through a proactive approach by seeking funds for the next three to five
years, the Group notes as indicated in the report of the Secretary
General, to dates no pledges or prospects for additional voluntary
contributions were made; consequently the Court will not have
sufficient funds from voluntary contributions to continue its operations
in 2017.

7. The African Group would like to emphasis that the lack of a
sustainable funding mechanism for the court would have serious
negative consequences on the delivery of its mandate, it is in the best
interest of international peace and security in general, and west Africa
sub-region in particular, that the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone
has a sustainable means of funding.

Madam Chair,

8. For this principal and important reason, the Group believes that it's
timely for the General Assembly to decide that the costs of the Court be
assessed under the programme budget, in order to address the
challenges underlined.

9. Therefore, the Group supports the approval of the Secretary General
proposed amount of $2,980,500 for the period from i January 2017 to
31 December 2017 for the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone.

Madam Chair,

10. Before concluding, the Group wishes to thanks the Government of
Sierra Leone for the consistent support provided to the Court as well as
other member states and institutions and encourages sustained efforts
to the support it activities.

11. The Group stands ready to engage constructively in order to
conclude this agenda item in a timely manner.

Ithankyou




